
 
 
 

 
TO: James L. App, City Manager 
 
FROM: Doug Monn, Public Works Director 
 
SUBJECT: Award Contract to Morro Group for CEQA documentation services associated 

with the upgrade of the City Wastewater Treatment Plant 
 
DATE: November 4, 2008 
 
 
NEEDS: For the City Council to consider appropriating funding and authorizing CEQA 

environmental investigation and documentation to run parallel with the design process 
for upgrade of the City Wastewater Treatment Plant located at 3200 Sulfur Springs 
Road.  

 
FACTS: 1. The City has operated a wastewater treatment plant at 3200 Sulfur Springs Road 

since the 1950s. 

 2. The plant discharge permit is regulated by the Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (RWQCB).  

 3. The Regional Water Quality Control Board issued the most recent permit in 2004. 

 4. This 2004 permit contains discharge requirements that, as a result of its age, the 
treatment plant finds difficult to meet. 

 5. On May 20, 2008, City Council awarded a contract to Black and Veatch to complete 
a feasibility study and 30% design drawings for possible rehabilitation of the Waste 
Water Plant. 

 6. In order to complete the design and allow discussion with the State of California 
regarding possible finance options, the City must complete a California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review for the project. 

 7. To secure the resources necessary to facilitate the CEQA process, staff submitted 
“Request for Proposal” packages to six (6) reputable environmental consulting 
firms.  

8. The City received five (5) proposals to prepare the CEQA-Plus investigations. The 
 companies and costs were as follows:  

    Entrix   $221,072    
    Padre & Associates $ 57,493 
    Quad-Knoph  $ 41,157 
    Jones & Stokes  $ 38,853 
    The Morro Group $ 25,588   
    

9. Entrix of Ventura California’s proposal contained greatest fixed cost ($221,072). 
 Their relevant experience (offshore drilling platforms and a nuclear generating 
 station) exceeds that necessary to complete the scope associated with the City’s 
 WWTP. It also results in staff costs nearly three times that of the Morro Group.  

10. Morro Group, of San Luis Obispo, submitted the proposal with the lowest “fixed 
 fee” cost of $25,588. The Morro Group has extensive experience with CEQA 
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 investigations and as a result of their being a local firm, CEQA documentation in 
 the Central Coast area. 

11. The proposal from Morro Group includes the provision of a Biological 
 Investigation Report, a Cultural Resource Assessment and an Air Quality 
 Assessment in support of the CEQA-Plus document. 

12. Staff is requesting an allocation of $28,588 ($25,588, plus a $3,000 contingency) 

  
ANALYSIS & 
CONCLUSION: The Sulfur Springs Road Treatment Plant is a vital asset to the City.   Portions of 

the plant are over 50 years old.   The City has already hired Black and Veatch to 
perform the engineering services for the development of treatment plant upgrades.    
A CEQA plus document will be required to complete the final design and as a 
condition of seeking any available grants or State funding. The document will 
include a biological study that examines both state and federally protected species, a 
cultural resources study that also includes an analysis of historic buildings, and an air 
impact study that meets both state and federal guidelines.  The Morro Group 
possesses extensive experience in the preparation of the required documents and 
has provided the City with the lowest proposed cost to complete the process.  

 
POLICY 
REFERENCE:  
 
FISCAL IMPACT: A CEQA plus document and Mitigated Negative Declaration will be necessary to 

complete the design process and specifications for the Waste Water Treatment Plant 
rehabilitation. The Morro Group proposes to draft the necessary CEQA 
documentation at a cost not to exceed $25,588. Staff has asked that a $3,000 
contingency be authorized should an unforeseen condition occur during the CEQA 
process. The cost for this service would be paid from the Sewer Enterprise Fund. 

 
 

OPTIONS: a. Adopt Resolution No. 08-### appropriating $28,588 ($25,588, plus a $3,000 
contingency) from Sewer Enterprise Funds to Budget No. 601-910-5224-683 and 
authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with Morro Group to provide 
CEQA Documentation Services associated with the future rehabilitation of Paso 
Robles Wastewater Treatment Plant.  
 

b. Amend, modify, or reject the above option. 
 

 
 
Attachments (2) 

1) Proposal from Morro Group 
2) Resolution 
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PROPOSALS FROM  
ENTRIX, 

PADRE & ASSOCIATES 
QUAD-KNOPH, 

JONES & STOKES 
 

AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW 
 
 

ON FILE WITH THE PASO ROBLES CITY CLERK AT  
1000 SPRING STREET, PASO ROBLES, CA  93446 

805-237-3960 
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RESOLUTION NO. 08- ### 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PASO ROBLES 
APPROPRIATING FUNDS AND AWARDING A CONTRACT  

TO MORRO GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL CEQA DOCUMENTATION SERVICES ASSOCIATED 
WITH A PROPOSED FUTURE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT REHBILITATION 

  

WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles owns and operates a trickling filter wastewater treatment plant 
(WWTP) at 3200 Sulfur Springs Road; and 

WHEREAS, the WWTP operates under a permit from the California State Water Quality Control Board 
under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit CA0047953; and 

WHEREAS, the permit was renewed in May, 2004 with more stringent discharge requirements then had 
been required in the past permit; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Paso Robles must upgrade the WWTP to meet the more stringent discharge 
requirements as required by the Water Quality Control Board; and 

WHEREAS, the process associated with design and possible State funding will require that California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documentation must be provided; and 

WHEREAS, because of their depth of experience, background, recommendations and efficiency, it would 
appear to be in the best interest of the City of Paso Robles, and its wastewater users, to retain the services of 
Morro Group to provide necessary CEQA Documentation Services at a cost not to exceed. $25,588. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The City Council of the City of Paso Robles does approve a one time supplemental budget 
appropriation from the Sewer Enterprise Fund in the amount of $28,588 ($25,588, plus a $3,000 
contingency) to budget account No. 601-910-5224-683; and 

SECTION 2. The City Council does hereby award a contract to Morro Group for CEQA Documentation 
Services associated with the future rehabilitation of the Paso Robles Wastewater Treatment Plant and 
authorizes the City Manager to execute the contract. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Paso Robles this 4th day of November 2008 
by the following votes: 

AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSTAIN:   
ABSENT:  
   
  Frank R. Mecham, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________________ 

Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
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